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Daily Worship for the Advent Season

! Introduction 

Advent is a word that means ‘coming’ or ‘arrival’. It is a four-week period in which the church 
remembers the promises of Jesus’ first coming, and looks forward to his promise to come again. 
Just as John the Baptist told the Jewish people to ‘prepare’ for the Lord’s coming, we need to 
encourage each other to be ready for his coming again. 

The Christian Church has observed a Christmas season since the 4th century. There was always a 
period of preparation before Christmas Day, which varied from between three to seven weeks. In 
the 10th century the 4-week pattern was finally settled. European Christians used greenery and 
candles to enhance the season, and that practice has caught on in North America and around the 
world in recent years.   

The Advent wreath itself is a tradition that is centuries old. A candle is lit during and for each week 
until Christmas Eve when all five candles are lit. Three of the candles are purple, which is a 
penitential color, i.e. a symbol of self-examination and preparation. They remind us that, just as the 
prophets and John the Baptist called Israel to ‘get ready for the Lord,’ we need to be doing the 
same thing! The pink candle for the fourth week of Advent signals a transition to the white candle, 
the ‘Christ candle’, which is lit on Christmas Eve. This reminds us that it is not all ‘preparation’––He 
really came, and will really come again. 

We have found that seasons like Advent are a timely and significant opportunity for us to rekindle 
our devotional lives, and especially to focus on the quality of our families’ worship. We offer these 
thematic readings with the hope that Advent will be a time of renewal for you as well. 

Suggestions for Families with Young Children: 

‣ An Advent wreath creates a sense of wonder for children, but you might want to wait until 
the end of your worship time to light it (younger kids typically just stare in amazement at the 
candles). When lighting Advent candles remind everyone that Jesus came as light into the 
darkness, and is coming again. 

‣ Attempt family worship 30 minutes before bedtime, with teeth brushed and pajamas on. 
And depending on circumstances, attentiveness of your kids, etc., plan on 10-20 min. You 
may also consider reading scriptures passages from a children’s Bible for clarity and 
accessibility. We recommend The Jesus Storybook Bible by Sally Lloyd-Jones. 

‣ Pray together (adoration, confession, thanksgiving, petitions) 

‣ Sing favorite Christmas songs 

 Merry Christmas! 

cover art: 
Madonna and Child 
by Pompeo Batoni 
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All Souls
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 ! Week One of Advent 
 Dec 1 - 7 

Scripture reading for the week: The Law 

Sunday | Genesis 1:26-31 
Theme: God Made Us to Live in His Light	  
Do you know what God said first when he created the world (1:3)? These verses show us that God made us to 
be like him, and to know him. If God made us, then we can trust everything he tells us in his word, and we can 
trust him to take care of us. But do we trust God and are we really like him? Pray that the Lord will help us 
understand how much we need his light! 

Monday | Genesis 3:1-13, 22-24 
Theme: We Chose to Live in Darkness 
What did God say would happen if we distrust him and disobey him? What does the devil tell us about our 
heavenly father? Is this true? Can you think of things about our world that remind you that we no longer live in 
“God’s garden?” Thank God for sending Jesus into the world so that we can someday return to his garden. 
Confess some of the ways you have failed to trust his word. 

Tuesday | Genesis 3:14-15, 21 
Theme: God Promises to Deliver Us 
God tells the serpent (the devil) that a descendant of the woman is coming to make right what he has done 
wrong. Who is this child he is promising? It is Jesus – on the cross Satan “struck his heel.” But by making it 
possible for us to be forgiven, Jesus “crushed [Satan’s] head.” Look at what God does for Adam and Eve. This 
shows us that even though we are sinners, God loves us and wants to take care of us. Thank God for sending 
Jesus to set right everything that is wrong. 

Wednesday | Genesis 6:9-14, 17-22 
Theme: God Judges our Sin, but Provides a Way Out  
This story shows us that God is “holy” – that is, he alone is perfectly good, and punishes those who hurt others, 
and who disobey his word. But Noah shows us that God will save those who turn to him and trust him. Talk 
about how the church is a sort of “ark.” The church is made up of men, women, boys, and girls, who believe 
that God is willing to forgive us our sins and deliver us from the judgment to come. Thank God for his mercy, 
and pray that we would be instrumental in bringing many people onto our ark! 

Thursday | Genesis 12:1-3; 15:1-6 
Theme: God Wants to Call Many People into His Family 
God called Abram to move all the way across his world! Have you ever moved? God wanted Abram to trust him, 
and come to a land just for God’s people. Abraham believed God, and God gave him what he promised. Even 
more -- he said, “I’ll give you more children to share this land than you can count, more than the stars.” Look at 
the stars; how many are there? Well, the New Testament tells us that ultimately this promise is fulfilled in Jesus. 
He will come back some day to the world God has promised him, and all those who believe in him will live in a 
new creation. Can you imagine what perfect a world would look like? Would you be willing to move to live in it, 
like Abraham did? Thank God for his wonderful invitation to live in the new world he is going to bring when Jesus 
comes back, and thank him that he wants billions and billions of people to be there with us! 
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Friday | Exodus 14:21-29 
Theme: God Keeps His Promises to Deliver Us 
God promised his people a special land to live in, and promised to deliver them from sin. But their sin led them 
into being taken captive as slaves in Egypt. However, God was faithful, and when they were cornered against 
the sea, he simply parted the sea so they could escape! Then he brought the sea down on top of the evil people 
who wanted to hurt God’s people. This shows us that God keeps his promises to deliver us. And as wonderful 
as this story is, it is even more wonderful to think of all the people Jesus saved when he passed through death 
and rose again to save us all! Do you think that we can trust Jesus to come back and deliver us from sin once 
and for all? Thank him for his promise to bring us safely to the promised new world he is making for us.  

Saturday | Deuteronomy 18:15-19 
Theme: A Prophet Greater than Moses is Coming 
God told Moses to lead his people out of slavery into the Promised Land. When God appeared to them on Mt. 
Sinai (also called Mt. Horeb) his voice was so loud it hurt peoples’ ears! They wanted Moses to listen to God to 
tell them what God had to say. Moses gave them a wonderful promise from God: that someday another prophet 
was coming who would tell the people exactly what God has to say. Do you know who that prophet was? It was 
Jesus – who was God, and who came down from heaven to earth. Pray that God would help us to listen to 
Jesus (his words in the Bible), so that we can know exactly what God thinks, and what he wants to tell us so 
that we can know him and his plan for our lives. 

Week One Daily Worship Resources 

Prayer 

Faithful God, your promises stand unshaken through all generations. Renew us in hope, that we may be awake 
and alert watching for the glorious return of Jesus Christ, our judge and savior, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. 

Songs/Hymns 

Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 
Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art, 
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 
Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, 

born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all-sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne. 

Jesus Loves Me 
Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so; 

little ones to him belong, they are weak but he is strong. 
Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so. 

Jesus loves me, he will stay, close beside me all the way; 
if I love him when I die he will take me home on high. 

Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so. 
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Additional readings 

Sunday 
	 	 Morning:	 Psalm 146; 147	 	 Isaiah 1:1-9; 2 Peter 3:1-13 
	 	 Evening:		 Psalm 111; 112; 113	 Matthew 25:1-13 

Monday 
	 	 Morning:	 Psalm 1; 2; 3	 	 Isaiah 1:10-20; 1 Thes. 1:1-10 
	 	 Evening:		 Psalm 4; 7	 	 Luke 20:1-8 

Tuesday 
	 	 Morning:	 Psalm 5; 6	 	 Isaiah 1:21-31; 1 Thes. 2:1-12 
	 	 Evening:		 Psalm 10; 11	 	 Luke 20:9-18 

Wednesday 
	 	 Morning:	 Psalm 119:1-24	 	 Isaiah 2:1-11; 1 Thes. 2:13-20 
	 	 Evening:		 Psalm 12; 13; 14		 Luke 20:19-26 

Thursday 
	 	 Morning:	 Psalm 18:1-20; 	 	 Isaiah 2:12-22; 1 Thes. 3:1-13 
	 	 Evening:		 Psalm 18: 21-50	 	 Luke 20:27-40 

Friday 
	 	 Morning:	 Psalm 16; 17	 	 Isaiah 3:8-15; 1 Thes. 4:1-12 
	 	 Evening:		 Psalm 22	 	 Luke 20:41-21:4 

Saturday 
	 	 Morning:	 Psalm 20; 21	 	 Isaiah 4:2-6; 1 Thes. 4:13-18 
	 	 Evening:		 Psalm 110; 116; 117	 Luke 21:5-19 

! Week Two of Advent 
 Dec 8 - 14 

Scripture reading for the week: The Prophets

Sunday | 2 Samuel 7:11b-17 
Theme: A Great King is Promised 
King David is the greatest king in the Old Testament. What’s your favorite story about David? The prophet 
Nathan came to him to share a special promise from God: his dynasty would last forever! Even though his son 
Solomon would make lots of mistakes, the descendants of David would continue to become the king. This 
promise was kept in a way that was amazing – even after there were no more kings, and people wondered if 
God had forgotten his promise, God brought Jesus into the world as a descendant of King David and made 
Jesus King. Jesus was not just “King of Israel” though; he became “King of Kings and Lord of Lords.” 
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Monday | Isaiah 11:1-4 
Theme: The Greatest King Ever is Coming 
The prophet Isaiah lived long after King David, during the times when it looked very bad for Judah (the Southern 
kingdom) and her kings. He tells us in this prophecy that the GREAT king to come will be a descendant of David. 
“Jesse” was David’s father, and Isaiah’s prophecy likens the kings from Jesse’s family to a dead tree stump. 
Have you ever seen a dead stump? Not a likely place to see a healthy tree growing! But nothing is impossible 
with God. Jesus came into the world when things were looking their worst, God’s gift coming in the midst of our 
mess, a beautiful green shoot growing out of the dead stump of Israel’s kings. And these verses tell us that no 
one is more righteous, wise, just, or wonderful than Jesus. Praise him!  

Tuesday | Isaiah 7:10-14 
Theme: A Virgin Will Conceive a Child 
How would you like it if somebody offered you a miracle? Well that is what God offered King Ahaz through the 
prophet Isaiah—a sign to prove that God would keep his promises to deliver Israel from her enemies if she 
would trust and obey him. But Ahaz wanted to get out of trouble on his own (by his army) rather than trust God. 
Isaiah told him about a miracle anyway! The miracle, or “sign,” was that a child was going to born and named 
“Immanuel,” a word that means “God with us.” This should have made the king trust God, but it did not. Seven 
hundred years later this promise was fulfilled when Mary conceived Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit. And 
one of Jesus’ names is “Immanuel,” God with us. Are we like Ahaz, not wanting God’s help and blessing? Thank 
God that he has come to us in Jesus, and commit yourself to trusting in his word. 

Wednesday | Isaiah 9:6-7 
Theme: A Son is Given 
These verses help us understand just how glorious Jesus is. He is a “Wonderful Counselor.” People who heard 
Jesus teach often marveled because he was so wise and understood everything. He is also called “Mighty 
God”—even though Jesus was fully human, was born and grew up just like you and me, he was also fully God! 
So Jesus is greater than we can ever even imagine!  
He is also called the “Prince of Peace.” Peace is a word in the Bible that refers to everything being the way it is 
supposed to be. Jesus makes things right between God and us by dying for our sins and rising again from the 
dead, and he promises to make everything right when he comes again a second time—to bring peace. Can you 
think of some things that are not good in the world, or in your life, or in the lives of people you know (e.g. people 
who are suffering, grieving, sick, or who do not believe in Jesus)? Pray to Jesus and ask him to work to change 
those things, and remember: he is the Wonderful-Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of 
Peace. 

Thursday | Isaiah 40:9-11 
Theme: The Lord Himself Will Come with Power 
Did you ever try to talk about happy things when people around you are sad or grumpy? That’s what happened 
to Isaiah. Things were looking very bad for the people of Judah; they were going to be carried away from their 
homes by their enemies to live in another land. This made them very sad. But at this low point, Isaiah told them 
“glad tidings.” He said, “shout from the mountaintops that God is going to gather all his people together 
someday. He is going to be our shepherd, come to us, and gather us into his arms.” This tells us that when 
Jesus came, he came to draw us close to his heart, to care for us and take care of us forever. Thank God for 
sending Jesus as our good shepherd, and for all the ways he takes care of you. 

Friday | Isaiah 42:1-4 
Theme: God is Sending a Servant 
We’ve been reading about how Isaiah said that the coming Messiah would be a great King. Isaiah also describes 
him as a “servant,” one who comes to serve. This tells us that Jesus came to help us. No matter how sinful we 
are, or how badly we hurt because of the effects of sin, he is gentle, loving, and able to save us. Have you ever 
known someone who was so gentle and thoughtful that you could trust them to do anything, like removing a 
splinter, or looking at a bad cut, and not be afraid? Well Jesus is like that, and more. Ask God to help you to get 
to know how gentle and loving Jesus is. 
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Saturday | Isaiah 53:1-5 
Theme: A Servant Who Suffers 
Jesus is more than just a super-hero. He doesn’t just save us from bad guys—he saves us from the power of 
our sin. To do that Jesus had to become a human being (what we celebrate at Christmas), but he also had to go 
to the cross and die, and overcome death through his resurrection (what we celebrate at Easter). Don’t forget 
about Easter during Christmas! Thank God for all that he has done for us in Jesus—Christmas and Easter. 

Week Two Daily Worship Resources 

Prayer 

Merciful God, you sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our 
salvation. Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of 
Jesus Christ our Redeemer, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Songs/Hymns 

Once in Royal David’s City 

Once in royal David’s city 
stood a lowly cattle shed 

where a mother laid her baby 
in a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child. 

He came down to earth from heaven 
who is God and Lord of all, 

and his shelter was a stable, 
and his cradle was a stall: 

with the poor, the mean, and lowly, 
Lived on earth our Savior holy.

Go Tell It On The Mountain 

refrain: 
Go, tell it on the mountain, 

over the hills and everywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain 
that Jesus Christ is born. 

While shepherds kept their watching 
o’er silent flocks by night, 

behold through-out the heavens 
there shone a holy light.  

refrain 

The shepherds feared and trembled 
when, lo! above the earth 
rang out the angel chorus 

that hailed our Savior’s birth.  
refrain 

Down in a lowly manger 
our humble Christ was born, 
and God sent us salvation 

that blessed Christmas morn.  
refrain
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Additional readings 

Sunday 
	 	 Morning:	 Psalm 148; 149; 150	 Isaiah 5:1-7; 2 Peter 3:11-18 
	 	 Evening:		 Psalm 114; 115	 	 Luke 7:28-35 

Monday 
	 	 Morning:	 Psalm 25	 	 Isaiah 5:8-12, 18-23; 1 Thes. 5:1-11 
	 	 Evening:		 Psalm 9; 15	 	 Luke 21:20-28 

Tuesday 
	 	 Morning:	 Psalm 26; 28	 	 Isaiah 5:13-17, 24-25; 1 Thes. 5:12-28 
	 	 Evening:		 Psalm 36; 39	 	 Luke 21:29-38 

Wednesday 
	 	 Morning:	 Psalm 38	 	 Isaiah 6:1-13; 2 Thes. 1:1-12 
	 	 Evening:		 Psalm 119:25-48		 John 7:53-8:11 

Thursday 
	 	 Morning:	 Psalm 37:1-18	 	 Isaiah 7:1-9; 2 Thes. 2:1-12 
	 	 Evening:		 Psalm 37:19-42	 	 Luke 22:1-13 

Friday 
	 	 Morning:	 Psalm 31	 	 Isaiah 7:10-25; 2 Thes. 2:13-3:5 
	 	 Evening:		 Psalm 35	 	 Luke 22:14-30 

Saturday 
	 	 Morning:	 Psalm 30; 32	 	 Isaiah 8:1-15; 2 Thes. 3:6-18 
	 	 Evening:		 Psalm 42; 43	 	 Luke 22:31-38 

! Week Three of Advent 
 Dec 15 - 21 

Scripture reading for the week: The Gospel Accounts 

Sunday | John 3:16-21 
Theme: God Loves the World 
John 3:16 may be the most famous verse in all the Bible. Did you ever think about it in relation to Christmas? 
These verses tell us of God’s love that comes into the world like light into darkness. Have you ever had a bright 
light shine in your eyes after you’ve been in the dark? It can be pretty uncomfortable. But what if the person 
turning on the light is coming with a wonderful surprise? That’s what God’s love is like. Even though we like our 
sin, God came to us in Jesus because he did not want to see sin destroy his creation. We are told Jesus is 
God’s “one and only son.” This means that Jesus has from eternity been in relationship with God. Imagine how 
much God must love us that he would send his one and only son to come into the world to save us! Thank God 
for his love for us, and pray that we welcome his light into our lives. 
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Monday | Luke 1:5-17 
Theme: Someone is Coming to Get us Ready for Jesus 
This story tells us how the angel of the Lord came to tell the priest Zechariah that he and his wife were going to 
have a baby, John, who would later be called “the baptizer” or “baptist” as some older versions have it. John is a 
name that means ‘the Lord is gracious.’ John was going to have an effect in Israel much like the great prophet 
Elijah (he’s the one who prayed fire down from heaven!). John was going to “turn the hearts of the fathers to the 
children.” This could mean that John’s preaching would make families grow closer together as they got ready for 
Jesus. It could also refer to “THE Fathers,” Israel’s ancestors in heaven who would see how John led their 
descendants to turn from sin and to accept the Messiah God was sending: Jesus. This would cause them to 
rejoice in their hearts. Either way, John was sent to help us understand how important Jesus is; God wanted to 
make sure people got ready for his Son. Pray that God would help us to welcome Jesus into our lives every day, 
and especially to make us ready for his coming again. 

Tuesday | Luke 1:18–25 
Theme: Believe the Good News 
If a mighty angel came and told you a message from God, would you believe him? Well, when the old priest 
Zechariah was told that he and his wife Elizabeth were going to have a son, and that his son was part of God’s 
wonderful plan, Zechariah didn’t believe God. The result was that God made Zechariah unable to speak—he 
was struck dumb. Soon afterwards, Elizabeth found out she was going to have a baby. Imagine Zechariah’s 
surprise and shame. Do we really believe all that God has promised us about Jesus is true? That his peace and 
justice are going to fill the earth and that he is going to get rid of all sin and sadness? Use your tongues to praise 
him and to tell him that you believe his promises. 

Wednesday | Luke 1:57-66 
Theme: God is Merciful 
Who gave you your name? Did it come from the Bible, or were you named after a relative or friend? When God’s 
promise of John’s birth came to pass, his relatives wanted to name him after his Father Zechariah. But Zechariah 
knew that the Lord had already given this baby a name. He asked for a writing tablet, and when he wrote John’s 
name, God unloosed his tongue so that he could praise God for his faithfulness and mercy. Zechariah had been 
praying for years that God would deliver Israel from her enemies and from her sins. When his prayer was 
answered, he just couldn’t believe it. But God is merciful and will answer our prayers. Pray that God would 
surprise you by answering your prayers too. 

Thursday | Mark 1:1-8 
Theme: Get Ready for Jesus 
Has anyone ever told you that you needed a bath? Do you always agree? God sent John the baptizer to tell 
people that they needed a bath—a spiritual bath. They thought they were spiritually clean (after all, they were 
God’s chosen people). But they needed to be perfectly clean if they were going to live forever with the Lord. Only 
Jesus, the true Lamb of God, would be able to offer the sacrifice that could remove the sin of all his people once 
and for all. John poured water on people as a sign that God was sending one soon who would wash away sin 
once and for all. Now when we were baptized, God was saying that he will wash away our sin too. But for us, 
that washing comes after Jesus came to die on the cross for us. Our baptism in water means even more than 
John’s—a promise that God will make us clean and new now if we believe in Jesus, and we’ll never need a bath 
again! Ask God to help us live our lives as those who have been washed and made ready for him. 

Friday | John 1:6-13 
Theme: Jesus is the Light 
We’ve been focusing a lot on John the Baptist. Another John, the disciple of Jesus who wrote the gospel we are 
reading from, makes it clear that John the Baptizer came only to bear witness to Jesus. John the Baptizer 
became very well known in his lifetime. Many people wanted to learn from him and 
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follow him. But he did not let all the attention go to his head. He knew that Jesus alone was the “lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world.” Jesus alone was the “one and only Son of God” who could also give us 
the rights to become God’s sons and daughters through faith. Thank God for all the people he has brought into 
your life to help you know him better – you Mom, Dad, Grandparents, teachers, and Christian friends. Above all, 
thank him for Jesus, who alone can give us eternal life as God’s children. 

Saturday | John 1:14-18 
Theme: Jesus Shows us What God is Like 
Have you ever wanted to go to a foreign country? Has anyone ever told you about a wonderful place they’ve 
seen or been to, and it was so amazing that you really wanted to go there yourself? These verses tell us God 
came to us in Jesus to show us what it is like where he lives in all his glory and love. No one from earth could 
ever go there themselves (there are no buses or trains to heaven). God had to come to us! And in Jesus he 
came and made his love known. Jesus is like a window into heaven. By reading the gospels, by getting to know 
him through prayer, by eating at his table at Holy Communion, and in serving others we can really see what God 
is like and experience his love for us. Pray that God would help us to get to know Jesus more and more, so that 
we might really know how wonderful and glorious he is. 

Week Three Daily Worship Resources 

Prayer 

Who are we, Lord God, that you should come to us? Yet you have visited your people and redeemed us in your 
Son. As we prepare to celebrate his birth, make our hearts leap for joy at the sound of your word, and move us 
by your Spirit to bless your wonderful works. We ask this through him whose coming is certain, whose day 
draws near, your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, forever and ever. Amen. 

Hymn 
Joy to the World 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare him room, 
And heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make his blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as the curse is found. 
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Additional Readings 

Sunday 
	 	 Morning:	 Psalm 63; 98	 Isaiah 13:6-13; Hebrews 12:18-29 
	 	 Evening:		 Psalm 103	 John 3:22-30 

Monday 
	 	 Morning:	 Psalm 41; 52	 Isaiah 8:16-9:1; 2 Peter 1:1-11 
	 	 Evening:		 Psalm 44	 Luke 22:39-53 

Tuesday 
	 	 Morning:	 Psalm 45	 Isaiah 9:1-7; 2 Peter 1:12-21 
	 	 Evening:		 Psalm 47; 48	 Luke 22:54-69 

Wednesday 
	 	 Morning:	 Psa 119:49-72	 Isaiah 9:8-17; 2 Peter 2:1-10a 
	 	 Evening:		 Psalm 49; 53	 Mark 1:1-8 

Thursday 
	 	 Morning:	 Psalm 50; 59	 Isaiah 9:-18-10:4; 2 Peter 2:10b-16 
	 	 Evening:		 Psalm 60; 33	 Matthew 3:1-12 

Friday 
	 	 Morning:	 Psalm 40; 54	 Isaiah 10:5-19; 2 Peter 2:17-22 
	 	 Evening:		 Psalm 51	 Matthew 11:2-15 

Saturday 
	 	 Morning:	 Psalm 55	 Isaiah 10:20-27; Jude 17-25 
	 	 Evening:		 Psa 138; 139	 Luke 3:15-20 

! Week Four of Advent 
 Dec 22 - 25 

Scripture reading for the week: The Coming of the Lord  

Sunday | Luke 1:26-38 
Theme: The First Christian 
The ancient church used to call Mary the first Christian because she was the very first to hear and to believe that 
this child was indeed the promised Messiah and Savior. She was frightened when the angel first came, and 
wouldn’t you be? But she was not frightened for long after she heard the good news about her baby. Do you 
know what the name Jesus means? It means ‘savior’ or ‘deliverer.’ It is the Greek language equivalent of the 
Hebrew word ‘Joshua.’ Jesus came to be our great warrior, to deliver us from the power of our great enemy, the 
devil, and to free us from the power of sin. He is the king of kings, and the son of King David who will reign 
forever. And Mary leads us in welcoming Jesus as savior. Her words should be ours: “I am the Lord’s servant.” 
As you pray, commit your life to serving the Lord just as Mary did. 
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Monday | Luke 2:1-7 
Theme: A Humble Birth 
Have you ever visited a cave? In olden days, people often built their houses around caves, and in Bethlehem the 
caves were the lower part of the houses where the animals were kept. Since there was no room with the other 
people at the inn, Mary and Joseph had to go down to where the animals were, and when the baby was born 
they laid him in the trough where the animals ate their hay. This story shows us that God’s love doesn’t miss 
anybody! Jesus left the riches and glory of heaven and was born poor and humble. He came into the world as 
lowly as anyone ever could. Praise him for his love that stoops down so low that no one gets left out. 

! Christmas Eve 

Tuesday | Luke 2:8-20 
Theme: Glory to God and Peace on Earth 
Imagine how surprised those shepherds must have been when an angel choir started shouting God’s praise 
during the night! What were they saying? That what God had done in sending Jesus was more wonderful than 
anyone could imagine--it was “glorious.” They praised him because he had set his favor, (his love and 
blessings), upon sinful people who didn’t deserve it, and had sent a savior so that we might know his peace. 
What is peace? It is a wonderful biblical word that refers to the experience of life as it is supposed to be, 
humans in fellowship with God and blessed in their lives. The angels told the shepherds (and us) that Jesus is 
the only way to know peace. Did you know that angels still praise and glorify God in heaven? They do it day and 
night without ceasing. Why don’t you do it too! 

Additional Readings: 

	 	 Morning: 	 Psalm 90; 132; 149	 Isa. 59:15b-21; 60:1-6; Matt. 1:12-25 
	 	 Evening:		 Psalm 80; 72; 114	 Gal. 3:23-4:7 

Silent night! Holy night!  
All is calm, all is bright 

‘Round yon virgin mother and child 
Holy infant so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace,  
Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night!  Holy night!   
Son of God, Love’s pure light 

Radiant, beams from Thy Holy face,  
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,  
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Silent Night, Holy Night
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! Christmas Day 

Wednesday | Philippians 2:5-11 and/or Matthew 2:1-12 
Theme: Becoming Like Jesus 
What is your favorite song? Is it an old song, or a new one? These verses form what may be one of the first, if 
not the very first, hymns sung by the early Christians. Of course, it is a song about Jesus and a reminder that we 
need to be like him. Like him how? We need to humble ourselves to love and serve others. Do you ever have a 
hard time putting the needs of others before your own? Are there people you would rather not have to love or 
put up with? Aren’t you glad Jesus isn’t like that? He loves sinners and came to seek and to save people who 
are lost. Ask God to help you follow Jesus and be a servant just like he is. 

Additional Readings: 

	 	 Morning: 	 Psalm 2; 146	 	 Micah 4:1-5; 5:2-4; John 3:31-36 
	 	 Evening: 	 Psalm 98; 96	 	 1 John 4:7-16 

Week Four Daily Worship Resources 

Prayer 

We ask you, Almighty God, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your Son, Jesus 
Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, we may with great confidence look to him when 
he shall come to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

Hymn 
O Come, All Ye Faithful 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him born the King of angels 
O come let us adore him, 
O come let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him,  

Christ the Lord. 
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Additional Readings 

Sunday 
	 	 Morning:	 Psalm 24; 29	 	 Isaiah 42:1-12; Eph. 6:10-20 
	 	 Evening:		 Psalm 8; 84	 	 John 3:16-21 

Monday 
	 	 Morning:	 Psalm 61; 62	 	 Isaiah 11:10-16; Rev. 20:1-10 
	 	 Evening:		 Psalm 44	 	 John 5:30-47 

Tuesday 
	 	 Morning:	 Psalm 66; 67	 	 Isaiah 28:9-22; Rev. 20:11-21:8 
	 	 Evening:		 Psalm 116; 117	 	 Luke 1:5-25 

Wednesday 
	 	 Morning:	 Psalm 72	 	 Isaiah 29:9-24; Rev. 21:9-21 
	 	 Evening:		 Psalm 111, 113	 	 Luke 1:26-38 

Thursday 
	 	 Morning:	 Psalm 80	 	 Isaiah 31:1-9; Rev. 21:22-22:5 
	 	 Evening:		 Psalm 60; 33	 	 Luke 1:39-56 

Friday 
	 	 Morning:	 Psalm 45, 46	 	 Isaiah 33:17-22; Rev. 22:6-11, 18-20 
	 	 Evening:		 Psalm 89:1-29	 	 Luke 1:57-66
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It is the smallest of all seeds,  
but when it has grown it is 

larger than all the other garden 
plants and becomes a tree, so 
that birds of the air come and 

make nests in its branches. 

Matthew 13:32 


